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jsidents worry about contamination
Cahokia street left
with flood .residue
By Marilyn Vise _______
Bfflltevdto A/ews-Oe/nooar

Dianc McOonneil is concerned
that water and murk filling her base-
ment may be coming from Dead
Creek — a creek contaminated with
a variety of waste, including:
chemical and household trash.

McDonneil is one of several Ca-
hokia residents who lives on Judith
Lane, near the creek that flows

- through Sauget and Cahokia.
"Every, house but one on this

block has water in the basement,"
McOonneil said. "We're <
about damage to our homes and con-
tamination from chemicals from
Dead Creek."

"There's deadfish near the street,"
she said, pointing to one. lying near-
by.

The Illinois Environmental Pro-
tection Agency took.water samples
from the basements Tuesday. The-
results won't be available for about
two weeks, said Paul -Takacs, a
spokesman for the agency.

However, the EEPA did find a
contaminant in Dead Creek when
samples were taken Sept. 24. The
chemical found, dichlorophenol,
could be toxic, but Takacs said he
was not worried about Dead Creek
because the concentration is low.

Takacs said the contamination did
not pose any short-term health risk.
but added it was too soon to say
whether there could be any long-
term problems.

See CREEK/3A
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MESS: Bill Remo checks moist sand in girlfriend Lisa Ticer's basement LEFTOVER: Dead fish



Creek—
Continued from 1A

The McOonnells have sand boils in
their basement and cracks about two
inches wide in the concrete walls, all
caused by creek water backing into the
basement

'' We had our basement insulated and
paneled. There was a beautiful teal
carpet down here. This was our son's
room.'' McDonnell said as she walked
'hmutgi. the. mud and water that re-
mains in the basement. "When we
come down here to work, we get sore
throats."

Like other residents, McDonnell is
waiting to see whether the water that
fills the basements, drainage ditches
and yards is contaminated.

Dead Creek has long been a concern
for residents who have been hoping the
IEPA would clean it up. Over the
decades, industries have diverted
waste from manufacturing into Dead
Creek, including a variety of industrial
byproducts such as cancer-causing
polychlorinated biphenyls and heavy
metals.

In 1990, Neil Hartigaii, state attor-

ney general at the time, called Dead
Creek "the most toxic waste site in Il-
linois."

Judith Lane from Illinois 3 to Fall-
ing Springs Road has been blocked off
to through traffic because the groun«' is
so saturated that trucks and cars pass-
ing through cause homes to vibrate.

' 'People don't understand, but when
they drive down our street* it makes
our houses shake like Jello,'' said Pete
Lauman.. whose Dronertv. line extends
into the creek.

On Wednesday, workers from the
St. Clair County Road and Bridges
Department built a culvert on the street
to help divert water flow from the
storm ditches back into the creek.

1 "The highway department guys are
doing all they can," Lauman said.

Most residents, like Bill Remo, are
pumping water from their basements
into the street

"It's quite nasty," Remo said as he
pointed to the sandy brown mud cover-
ing the basement floor. "I have to
scoop this out by hand. I've been doing
this since March."
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